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ODIDHA FAMOUS PERSONALITIES

Madhusudan Das

Madhusudan Das pioneered Odisha's unification and cultural renaissance as a scholar and
reformer. Known as "Utkal Gaurav," his efforts bridged colonial divides to foster Odia identity
and self-reliance.

Early Life

Born on April 28, 1848, in Satyabhamapur village, Cuttack district, to Choudhuri Raghunath
Das and Parvati Devi from a Karana family, Madhusudan overcame early hardships. He
pursued education at Calcutta University, becoming the first Odia to earn M.A. and B.L.
degrees despite financial struggles and family opposition. Practicing law in Calcutta initially,
he returned to Cuttack in 1881, driven by concern over Odia marginalization under British rule
across fragmented provinces.

Key Contributions

Utkala Gouraba Madhusudan Das writing with a quill pen at a desk.

Founding Utkal Sabha in 1888 as Indian National Congress's provincial unit, he rallied for Odia
interests through public advocacy. In 1903, he established Utkal Sammilani, a pivotal forum
uniting intellectuals, princes, and journalists to demand a separate Odia province, influencing
the Government of India Act 1935 and Odisha's creation on April 1, 1936. As Bihar-Odisha
Minister (1921-1923) under diarchy, he passed the Local Self-Government Act, boosting rural

administration.

He championed industrialization with Utkal Tannery (1905)—OQdisha's first—and Odisha Art
Wares (1897), promoting cottage industries for economic independence. A journalist and
orator, he preserved Odia language, advocated women's education, and fought caste
discrimination; converted to Christianity yet championed Hindu-Odia pride, earning "Grand
Old Man" (Kulabruddha) title. First Odia legislator, Central Assembly member, and overseas
traveler (England twice).

Legacy
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Das resigned ministry on principle in 1923, prioritizing integrity. He died February 4, 1934,
hailed by PM Ramsay MacDonald as Odisha's "Uncrowned King." Utkal Gaurav Madhusudan
Das marks Odisha's annual pride day (April 1), with memorials like Ravenshaw University
honors embodying his vision of unified progress.

Gopabandhu Das,

revered as "Utkalmani" (Jewel of Odisha), was a multifaceted leader who advanced social
reform, education, and Odisha's freedom struggle alongside figures like Madhusudan Das.

Early Life

Born on October 9, 1877, in Suando village, Puri district, Odisha, he pursued education at
Calcutta University, earning an MA and LL.B while opening night schools for Oriya students.
Influenced by the Swadeshi movement, personal tragedies including the loss of his wife and
sons led him to embrace selfless public service from age 28.

Key Contributions

He founded Satyabadi Bana Vidyalaya in 1909 near Sakshi Gopal, Puri, pioneering holistic
education blending nature, discipline, and community service without formal fees. In 1919, he
launched the newspaper The Samaja, which mobilized public opinion for nationalism, social
justice, and Odisha unification.

Political Role

Elected to the Bihar and Orissa Legislative Council in 1917 at Madhusudan Das's urging, he
advocated for Odia-speaking regions' amalgamation, flood-famine relief, salt-making rights,
and expanded education. A Congress leader, he joined Non-Cooperation, formed Puri Seva
Samiti for disaster aid, invited Gandhi to Odisha in 1921, and promoted charkha, widow
remarriage, and anti-untouchability drives despite jail terms.

Legacy

Das died on June 28, 1928, but his work immortalized him as a poet, journalist, and champion
of the poor, women, and rural Odisha, fostering modern provincial identity.
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Krushna Chandra Gajapati

Krushna Chandra Gajapati, known as Maharaja of Paralakhemundi, was a pivotal leader in
Odisha's unification and its first Prime Minister, building on the legacies of Madhusudan Das
and Gopabandhu Das.

Early Life

Born on April 26, 1892, in Paralakhemundi (now in Gajapati district), he succeeded his father
as a scion of the Ganga dynasty and was educated in Madras, emerging as a progressive ruler
focused on welfare.

Key Contributions

He championed Odisha's formation through Utkal Sammilani, hosting its 1914 session and
appealing at the 1930 Round Table Conference, leading to the province's creation on April 1,
1936. Gajapati pioneered infrastructure like Paralakhemundi Light Railway, dug 1,281
irrigation tanks turning Ganjam into Odisha's "rice bowl," and founded institutions including
colleges, hospitals, and Utkal University.

Political Role

Serving as Odisha's first Prime Minister (April-July 1937) and again (1941-1944), he integrated
his estate into Odisha despite divisions and served on the Royal Agricultural Commission while
advocating for the poor and tribals like Lanjia Saora. A non-Congress leader, he promoted
education scholarships across fields and women's rights.

Legacy
He died in 1967, remembered as an educationist, freedom fighter, and architect of modern
Odisha, with the district named after him
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Biju Patnaik

Biju Patnaik was a dynamic aviator, industrialist, and two-time Chief Minister of Odisha who
propelled the state's modernization and infrastructure growth.

Early Life
Born on March 5, 1916, in Cuttack to a freedom fighter family, he left college to become a pilot,
flying daring missions for India's independence and Indonesia's freedom struggle in 1947.

Key Contributions

As Chief Minister (1961-1963 and 1990-1995), he spearheaded industrial projects like
Rourkela Steel Plant, Paradip Port, and OUAT university, while expanding irrigation, districts to
30, and panchayat systems for rural welfare.

Political Role

Elected seven times to Odisha Assembly and multiple terms to Parliament, he led Congress to
victory in 1961, resigned under Kamaraj Plan, served as Union Steel Minister (1977-1980), and
formed Janata Dal for his 1990 landslide win.

Legacy

Nicknamed the "Storm Eagle," Patnaik died on April 13, 1997, leaving Odisha's Biju Janata Dal,
named after him, and enduring symbols like airports and memorials honoring his vision for a
self-reliant Kalinga.

Jayee Rajguru

Jayee Rajguru, born Jayakrushna Rajaguru Mohapatra, was Odisha's first martyr and a fierce
early resistor against British colonial expansion in the late 18th century.
Early Life
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Born on October 29, 1739, in Biraharekrushnapur near Puri to Chand Rajguru and Haramani
Devi, he hailed from a scholarly family of royal priests serving Khurda kings. A Sanskrit expert
and lifelong bachelor, he became Chief Minister and Rajguru to Gajapati Dibyasingha Deva Il
in 1780 at age 41.

Key Resistance

He rallied Paik soldiers against Maratha Bargis and British forces encroaching on Khurda,
implementing a five-point plan (Panchasutri Yojana) for village defense, arms training, and
moral upliftment. In 1804, his forces ambushed British troops near Barunei Hills and
Mahanadi, reclaiming four Praganas before British reinforcements overwhelmed them.

Final Stand

Betrayed and captured in 1805, he was tried in Midnapore and executed brutally on December
6, 1806—bound between two bargi trees and torn apart—refusing to bow to the British. His
Paika Rebellion (1804-1806) predated 1857, inspiring Odisha's freedom legacy ahead of
leaders like Madhusudan Das.

Legacy

Celebrated as a revolutionary priest-warrior, his sacrifice symbolizes Odia defiance,
commemorated in folklore like "Jaiya pache jibana dela, nuai nahi matha."

Buxi Jagabandhu

Buxi Jagabandhu (also Bakshi Jagabandhu), full name Jagabandhu Bidyadhara Mohapatra
Bhramarbar Ray, was the commander of Khurda's forces and leader of the Paika Rebellion of
1817 against British rule, continuing the early resistance sparked by Jayee Rajguru.

Early Life

Born around 1773 in Roranga village near Khurda, he inherited the hereditary title of "Buxi"
(supreme commander) from his Khandayat warrior family, managing the estate of Killa
Roranga under Khurda kings.
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Key Resistance

After British takeover post-Jayee Rajguru's execution, grievances mounted over land
confiscation, new taxes, and Paika rights abolition; Jagabandhu rallied Paik soldiers,
peasants, and Khonds from Ghumusar in 1817. On April 1, 1817, his forces captured Khurda,
Puri treasury, and Banapur outpost, spreading revolt to Gop, Tiran, and beyond before British
reinforcements quelled it.

Final Years

Evading capture for years, he surrendered in 1825 after amnesty promises, influenced by King
Mukunda Dev Il, and died under house arrest in Cuttack's Baxibazar on January 24, 1829.
Legacy

As an early symbol of Odia defiance predating 1857, the Paika Rebellion under his command
is hailed as India's first organized anti-colonial uprising, honored through institutions like BJB
College.

Veer Surendra Sai

Veer Surendra Sai was a prominent 19th-century Odia freedom fighter from western Odisha
who led a prolonged rebellion against British rule in Sambalpur, extending the legacy of early
resistance by figures like Jayee Rajguru and Buxi Jagabandhu.

Early Life

Born on January 23, 1809, in Khinda village near Sambalpur to a Chauhan Rajput family, he was
a legal heir to the Sambalpur throne, which the British dethroned in 1849, installing a puppet
ruler and fueling local grievances over taxes and land rights.
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Key Resistance

Starting protests at age 18 in 1827, he was first imprisoned in 1840 but escaped during the
1857 Sepoy Mutiny; from jungle bases, he waged guerrilla warfare for decades, disrupting
British control in western Odisha until surrendering under amnesty in 1862.

Final Years

Rearrested in 1864 despite promises, he endured 20 years in harsh prisons like Hazaribagh
and Asirgarh Fort, dying on February 28, 1884, without recanting his defiance.

Legacy

Honored as a symbol of tribal and regional resistance predating 1857, his name graces
universities, stadiums, and central tribe fellowships in India.

Baji Rout

Baji Rout was India's youngest freedom fighter and martyr at age 12, sacrificing his life in
Odisha's Praja Mandal movement against British-backed princely misrule.

Early Life

Born on October 5, 1926, in Nilakanthapur village, Dhenkanal district, to boatman Hari Rout
and Rania Devi, he lost his father young and joined the Banara Sena (youth wing) of the Praja
Mandal, spying on police and blocking their movements.

Heroic Sacrifice

On October 11, 1938, at Nilakanthapur Ghat on the Brahmani River, young Baji guarded a ferry
during a police raid pursuing escaped leader Hara Mohan Pattanaik; he refused orders to ferry
British troops across, defying threats until shot in the head and chest.

Legacy
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His death ignited anti-colonial fury across Odisha's Gadajata states, symbolizing child valor in
the Quit India era and inspiring generations; honored with stamps, schools, and memorials
like Baji Rout Junction.

Laxman Nayak

Laxman Nayak was a Bhumia tribal leader from southern Odisha, celebrated as the "Gandhi of
Malkangiri" for spearheading the Quit India Movement among forest communities against
British exploitation.

Early Life

Born on November 22, 1899, in Tentuligumma village, Malkangiri (then Koraput), to Padlam
Naik, he mastered tribal herbal medicine, witchcraft, and marksmanship, succeeding his
father as village mustadar and advocating against bonded labor and zamindar oppression.

Key Resistance
|

Inspired by Congress leaders, he mobilized Bhuyans, Bondas, and Koyas for nonviolent
protests, leading 400 tribals to Mathili police station on August 21, 1942; police firing killed five
and injured many, falsely implicating him in a forest guard's murder amid attacks on five
stations.

Martyrdom

Arrested September 2, 1942, tried in Koraput and Berhampur, he received a death sentence on
November 13 and was hanged on March 29, 1943, at age 43, embodying tribal defiance in the
Quit India era.

Legacy

His sacrifice awakened Koraput's tribals, earning national honors like tribal fellowships and
statues; he bridged indigenous rights with India's freedom struggle, following warriors like Veer
Surendra Sai.

Fakir Mohan Senapati

Fakir Mohan Senapati, known as "Utkala Byasa Kabi" (Odisha's Vyasa), was a pioneering Odia
writer, poet, and social reformer who established modern Odia prose and championed
linguistic identity amid Bengali dominance.

Early Life
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BornJanuary 13, 1843, in Balasore to a poor family, he lost his parents young but self-educated
voraciously, working as a teacher and administrator while witnessing Odisha's socio-
economic decay under British rule.
Key Contributions
He founded Balasore's first printing press in 1868, launching journals Balya Bhasha and Utkala
Bhramana to promote Odia; introduced novels (Chha Mana Atha Guntha, 1899-1901), short
stories ("Rebati," 1898, Odia's first), and autobiography (Atma Jibana Charita, 1913), critiquing
feudalism, superstition, and ineq'uglity. ‘
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Legacy

DyingJune 14, 1918, he preserved Odia nationalism through de-Sanskritized prose drawn from
common life, earning comparison to Premchand and laying groundwork for cultural revival
alongside reformers like Madhusudan Das.

Gangadhar Meher

Gangadhar Meher, revered as "Swabhaba Kabi" (natural poet), was a 19th-century Odia literary
giant from western Odisha whose vivid nature poetry and social reform efforts enriched the
language during its renaissance.

Early Life

Born August 9, 1862, in Barapali (now Bargarh district) to a weaver family, he studied up to fifth
grade and worked as a judicial clerk for the local zamindar, self-educating in Odia, Sanskrit,
Hindi, and Bengali classics like Ramayana and Kalidasa's works.

Key Contributions

Initially writing in archaic styles like Rasa-Ratnakara (1885-92), he pioneered modern Odia
poetry with Indumati (1894), Tapaswini (his masterpiece on ascetic beauty), Kichaka Badha,
and Pranaya Ballari, praised by Radhanath Ray for innovative imagery and character depth. His
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works like Bharati Bhabana (1923) voiced nationalism, while Krishaka Sangeeta celebrated
rural life humorously.

Social Role

Meher organized weaver community conferences, pushing reforms against caste oppression,
and bridged ancient Sanskrit influences with fresh, accessible Odia prose akin to Western
romantics like Shelley.

Legacy
Dying April 4, 1924, he transformed Odia literature's style and substance, complementing
Fakir Mohan Senapati's prose innovations in fostering cultural pride amid unification struggles.

Radhanath Ray

Radhanath Ray, known as "Kabibara" (Poet Laureate), was a pioneering Odia poet who ushered
modernism into Odia literature through nature-inspired epics, complementing
contemporaries like Fakir Mohan Senapati and Gangadhar Meher.

Early Life

Born September 28, 1848, in Kedarpur village, Balasore district, to a zamindar family, he lost
his mother young, studied at Presidency College Calcutta briefly, then taught at Balasore High
School while writing early Bengali poems in Kabitabali (1873).

Key Contributions

Praised Gangadhar Meher's work while authoring classics like Chilika (1892, lake's
majesty), Chandrabhaga (1886), Kedara Gouri (1886), Mahayatra-Jajatikeshari (1893),
and Darabara (1897), blending English Romantic influences (Keats, Wordsworth) with Odia
sensibilities for blank verse and satire.

Social Role

Fought Bengali linguistic dominance alongside Fakir Mohan, promoting Odia textbooks and
cultural pride; served as Odisha Schools Inspector, voicing nationalism and social critique
against tyrants.

Legacy
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Died April 16, 1908, revered as father of modern Odia poetry for elevating the language during
unification struggles led by Madhusudan Das.

Gopinath Mohanty

Gopinath Mohanty was Odisha's first Jnanpith Award winner and a prolific 20th-century
novelist renowned for his vivid portrayals of tribal life and rural realities, extending the literary
renaissance sparked by Fakir Mohan Senapati, Gangadhar Meher, and Radhanath Ray.

Early Life

Born April 20, 1914, in Nagabali village near Cuttack, he earned an M.A. in English from Patna
University in 1936 before joining the Odisha Administrative Service in 1938, serving extensively
among Koraput's tribal communities.

Key Contributions

His breakthrough novels like Paraja (1945) and Sahitya Akademi-winning Amrutara
Santana (1947) humanized tribes such as Paraja and Kandha, while Matimatala (1964,
Jnanpith 1973) fused epic rural narratives with psychological depth; he authored 24 novels,
300+ stories, tribal grammars, and translated Tolstoy's War and Peace into Odia.

4

Career and Social Impact

Retiring in 1969 after immersion in tribal culture, he documented Kandha, Gadaba, and Saora
languages, pioneering realistic fiction that critiqued modernization's toll on indigenous lives,
alongside plays and Sarala Dasa research.

Legacy

Mohanty died August 20, 1991, elevating Odia literature globally and preserving tribal heritage
amid post-independence changes led by figures like Biju Patnaik

Rama Devi Choudhury

Rama Devi Choudhury was a pioneering freedom fighter, Gandhian social reformer, and
women's rights champion from Odisha, whose activism in salt satyagraha and anti-
untouchability drives built on the legacies of Madhusudan Das—her uncle—and Gopabandhu
Das.
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Early Life

Born December 3, 1899, in Satyabhamapur, Cuttack district, as the niece of Utkal Gourav
Madhusudan Das, she embraced nationalism early, meeting Gandhi in 1921 and joining the
Non-Cooperation Movement by abandoning luxuries for khadi and public service alongside her
husband Gopabandhu Choudhury.

Freedom Struggle

She led Odisha's Salt Satyagraha at Inchudi and Balasore in 1930, mobilizing 1,500 women to
defy British salt laws through processions and production, earning arrests; during Quit India
1942, her entire family was imprisoned while she founded Alaka Ashram in Jagatsinghpur for
social welfare.

Social Reforms

Post-1931, she launched Asprushyata Nibarana Samiti (later Harijan Seva Sangha) against
untouchability, established 15 rural schools with teacher training, represented Kasturba
Gandhi Memorial Trust from 1944, and walked thousands of miles for Bhoodan land
redistribution in 1952.

Legacy

During the 1975 Emergency, she published an underground Gram Sevak newspaper resisting
repression; awarded Jamnalal Bajaj in 1981 (declining Padma Shri), she died July 22, 1985,
leaving enduring institutions like Sewaghar ashram and women's empowerment models.

Sarala Devi

Sarala Devi was Odisha's pioneering freedom fighter, feminist writer, and the first Odia woman
elected to the Legislative Assembly, advancing women's roles in nationalism alongside Rama
Devi Choudhury.

Early Life

Born August 9, 1904, in Narilo village near Jagatsinghpur to a zamindar family, she married
freedom fighter Bhagirathi Mohapatrain 1917 and defied social norms by joining Mahila Samaj
to mobilize women despite limited formal education.

Freedom Struggle

First Odiawoman in the 1921 Non-Cooperation Movement, she shattered purdah barriers with
fiery speeches at Cuttack conferences; led 1930 Salt Satyagraha at Inchudi-Balasore
alongside Rama Devi, enduring six months in Chhatrapur and Vellore jails as Odisha's first
female political prisoner.
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Political Role

Elected MLA in 1937 (serving 1936-1941), she championed anti-child marriage, anti-dowry
bills, high court, and university establishment; later served on Nehru's Planning Commission
and Radhakrishnan's education committee while founding Utkala Nari Samaj branches.

Legacy

Author of 30 books including Narira Dabi (1934, women's demands) and Utkalaa Nari
Samasya (1934), she switched to Praja Socialist Party post-independence, dying October 4,
1986, as a symbol of gender equality amid Odisha's unification era.

Pathani Samanta

Pathani Samanta, born Chandrasekhara Samanta (1835-1904), was Odisha's pioneering
naked-eye astronomer and scholar from Khandapada in Nayagarh district, renowned for
precise celestial calculations using bamboo and wooden instruments despite colonial-era
limitations.

Early Life

Born December 13, 1835, into Khandapada royalty, he self-taught Sanskrit astronomy from
ancient texts by Aryabhata and Varahamihira at the royal library until age 15, later supported
meagerly by King Manju Sha of Mankadakiri for his hill-height measurements.

Key Contributions

Crafting tools like mana yantra (bamboo pipe), shanku danda (gnomon), surya ghadi (sundial),
and kha-gola yantra (celestial globe), he independently discovered lunar irregularities,
predicted eclipses accurately, and measured Earth-Sun distance; his Siddhanta
Darpana (1869, published 1899) with 2,000 Sanskrit slokas powers Odisha's Pathani Samanta
Panjika almanac.

Recognition
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British Commissioner W. Cook tested him in 1893 by challenging Saptasajya hill height
measurement (1,178 cubits 16 fingers, matching records), earning the rare non-Brahmin
title Mahamahopadhyaya; European/American press covered his feats, though he shunned
telescopes.

Legacy

Dying June 11, 1904, from fever, his low-tech precision amid Odisha's unification struggles by
Madhusudan Das symbolizes indigenous scientific revival; honored via planetariums,
scholarships, and stamps.

Kelucharan Mohapatra

Kelucharan Mohapatra was the legendary architect of modern Odissi dance, reviving and
codifying the temple tradition into a global classical form during Odisha's cultural
renaissance.

Early Life

Born January 8, 1926, in Raghurajpur heritage village, Puri district, to a khol drummer father,
he trained in Gotipua (boy dancers dressed as women for Lord Jagannath) under gurus like
Balabhadra Sahu, mastering mardala percussion, tabla, and Pattachitra painting alongside
theatre at Annapurna Theatre.

Key Contributions

Joining Kala Vikas Kendra, Cuttack in 1953, he researched Mahari (devadasi) and Gotipua
styles, choreographing over 50 dance-dramas and 200 solos that blended sculpture-inspired
tribhanga pose, fluid tribedi hand gestures, and rhythmic footwork; trained icons like Sanjukta
Panigrahi, Sujata Mohapatra, Sonal Mansingh, Madhavi Mudgal, and Protima Gauri.

Global Impact

Founded Srjan in 1994 for Odissi training; his jet-setting workshops from Bhubaneswar to New
York popularized Odissi worldwide, earning him the title "first Odissi guru" through lecture-
demonstrations and compositions elevating spirituality over mere entertainment.

Legacy

First Odia recipient of Padma Vibhushan (2000), plus Sangeet Natak Akademi Award (1966),
Padma Bhushan (1988), and Kalidas Samman; died April 7, 2004, leaving enduring institutions
amid Odisha's post-unification cultural bloom alongside literary giants like Gopinath Mohanty.
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Sudarshan Pattnaik

Sudarshan Pattnaik is a world-renowned sand artist from Puri, Odisha, who pioneered the art

form in India and elevated it to international acclaim through innovative beach sculptures.

Early Life

Born April 15, 1977, in Puri to a poor family, he began sculpting sand at age seven on local

beaches despite dropping out of school and working as a laborer; self-taught through
rofessional mastery.

Key Achievements

Winner of 27 international sand sculpture championships across 50 events, he set a Guinness
World Record in 2017 for the tallest sand castle (14 meters) at Puri; founded India's first sand
art institute in 1991, training youth while creating socially themed works on peace,
environment, and festivals.

Global Impact

Representing India since 2006 with victories like the 2008 USF World Championship in Berlin,
he conducts workshops worldwide and authored Sand Art; his Padma Shri (2014) honors blend
Odisha's coastal heritage with contemporary messages amid modern icons like Kelucharan
Mohapatra.

Nandini Satpathy

Nandini Satpathy was Odisha's first woman Chief Minister, dubbed the "lIron Lady," and a
distinguished Odia writer whose literary career paralleled her political activism, continuing the
legacy of women leaders like Rama Devi Choudhury and Sarala Devi.

Early Life

Born June 9, 1931, in Cuttack to eminent writer Padmabhushan Kalandi Charan Panigrahi
(author of Matira Manisha) and grandson of freedom fighter Swapneswar Panigrahi, she
graduated from Ravenshaw College and married politician Devendra Satpathy.
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Political Career

Rising through Congress youth wings, she became Odisha's youngest Chief Minister (1972-
1973, 1977), implementing land reforms and women's programs; jailed during the Emergency
she opposed, she later led Janata Party and founded Janata Dal, serving multiple
parliamentary terms.

Literary Contributions

Author of poems and short stories exploring human suffering, marital dilemmas (Wounded
Pride), and social inequities (Janpath, Chimnira Daka), she edited Kalana monthly and
translated Taslima Nasreen's Lajja into Odia, earning the 1998 Sahitya Bharati Samman.
Legacy

Dying August 4, 2006, her fearless stance against Indira Gandhi and literary insight into
Odisha's evolving society—amid post-unification growth under Biju Patnaik—inspired
generations, honored through biographies like Nandini Satpathy: The Iron Lady of Odisha.

Maharaja Sriram Chandra Bhanj Deo

He transformed Mayurbhanj into a model princely state through progressive reforms. As a
patron of Odia literature and modern administration, he left enduring contributions to Odisha's
cultural and developmental landscape.

Early Life

Born on December 17, 1871, in Baripada to Maharaja Krishna Chandra Bhanj Deo of the royal
Bhanja dynasty, Sriram Chandra received elementary education locally before advancing at
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. Influenced by tutor Mohini Mohan Dhar (M.A., B.L.), he ascended
the throne in 1892 at age 21, inheriting a feudatory state amid British paramountcy. His early
exposure to Western ideas and Odia revivalism shaped his enlightened rule.

Literary Patronage

A grand promoter of 19th-century Odia language movement, he supported writers, poets, and
the Utkal Sahitya Samaja, fostering vernacular literature against Bengali dominance. He
personally authored poems and funded printing presses, leaving an indelible imprint on Odia
cultural renaissance. His court became a hub for intellectuals, elevating Mayurbhanj's
prestige in Odisha's literary world

Administrative Reforms

Assuming full powers in 1904, he established the Mayurbhanj State Council with democratic
features, where even he held only a casting vote as president. Reforms included tenancy rights
via land settlement, abolition of illegal cesses (abwabs), Adivasi protections, and graded civil
services with pensions. Revenue tripled through efficient forest and excise management,
funding welfare.
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Developmental Initiatives
He pioneered infrastructure: 474 miles of roads linking Baripada to divisions, Mayurbhanj Light
Railway (1903, Rupsa-Baripada), telegraphs to Cuttack and Calcutta, irrigation projects (36
lakhs), model farms, aided primary/middle schools, dispensaries, PWD, Baripada Municipality
(1905), English High School, government press, hospital, and leper asylum. Geological surveys
by P.N. Bose identified Gurumahisani iron ore, leased to Tatas—foundation of Tata Steel.
Legacy
Earned the hereditary "Maharaja" title at 1911 Delhi Durbar for exemplary governance hailed
as Mayurbhanj's "Golden Age." Ruled until 1928; revered as philosopher-king, his model
inspired other Gadajats. Baripada's landmarks and Odisha's mineral economy trace to his
vision; annual tributes affirm his role in state formation and progress.

Harekrushna Mahtab

He revered as Utkal Keshari, shaped modern Odisha through visionary leadership and
Gandhian ideals. His multifaceted contributions spanned politics, literature, and state-
building, etching his name in golden letters across Odisha's history.

Early Life

Born November 21, 1899, in Agarpada village, Bhadrak district, to Gopala Krushna Mahtab and
his wife, Harekrushna pursued education at Patna College and Calcutta University. Deeply
inspired by Mahatma Gandhi from his student days, he joined the Non-Cooperation Movement
in 1921, founding the weekly Prajatantra in 1923 to champion Odia nationalism and social
reform. Imprisoned multiple times, including during Quit India (1942-1945), he rose as Utkal
Pradesh Congress Committee president (1930-1931, 1937).

Political Career

Elected to the Constituent Assembly, Mahtab became Odisha's last Prime Minister (1946-
1950) and first Chief Minister post-independence, resuming the role from 1956-1961. He
orchestrated the integration of 26 Odia-speaking princely states (Gadajats), shifting the capital
from Cuttack to Bhubaneswar in 1949, and spearheaded the Hirakud Dam—QOdisha's largest
multipurpose project for irrigation and power. At the center, he served as Union Commerce
and Industry Minister (1950-1952) under Nehru and Bombay Governor (1955-1956).

Leading the 1920s Praja Mandal (Gadjat) Movement against feudal rulers and British influence,
he later quit Congress in 1966 over Indira Gandhi disagreements, founding Orissa Jana
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Congress. Elected to Lok Sabha (1962) and Odisha Assembly (1967, 1971, 1974), he opposed
the Emergency, enduring imprisonmentin 1976.

Literary and Cultural Impact

A prolific author, Mahtab penned 50+ books including the six-volume Odisha Itihas (History of
Odisha), memoirs like Saptati Nadi Saptati Phula, novels, and biographies promoting Odia
language and culture. As president of Odisha Sahitya Akademi and Sangit Natak Akademi, he
nurtured literature amid post-colonial revival, embodying Gandhian simplicity and secularism.
Legacy

Retiringin 1977, Mahtab died January 2, 1987, leaving institutions like the Harekrushna Mahtab
State Library and enduring reforms that modernized Odisha. His son, BJP MP Bhartruhari
Mahtab, edits Prajatantra, perpetuating his democratic ethos.

Biswanath Das

He Exemplified selfless patriotism through his multifaceted roles in India's freedom struggle
and Odisha's state-building. As a dynamic leader, he bridged grassroots activism with high
office, leaving an indelible mark on the region's political renaissance.

Early Life

Born in 1889 in Belagan village, Ganjam district (then Madras Presidency), Biswanath Das
hailed from a modest family and pursued law after education in Cuttack. Building a lucrative
legal practice, he prioritized public service early, becoming president of Ganjam District Board
in 1920 amid rising nationalist fervor.

Freedom Struggle

Responding to Gandhi's 1921 Non-Cooperation call, he abandoned law to join the movement,
serving Madras Legislative Assembly (1921-1930). In 1931, he resigned to lead Salt Satyagraha,
courting repeated imprisonments. A champion of peasants, he spearheaded Kishan
Movements against zamindari exploitation and advocated Odisha Province creation at Round
Table Conferences.
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Political Leadership

Elected Odisha's Prime Minister (1937-1939), he advanced administrative reforms before
resigning on November 4, 1939, per Congress directive against WWII participation. Post-
independence, he won Lok Sabha (1950), led Utkal Pradesh Congress Committee, and
governed Uttar Pradesh (1956-1960), earning acclaim for efficient administration.

Legacy

Das's charisma unified diverse factions for Odisha's progress, from rural upliftment to
constitutional governance. He passed in 1984; his son carried forward public service, while
memorials honor his era-defining contributions to a resurgent Odisha.

Acharya Harihar

He laid the foundations of organized social service in Odisha through selfless dedication. Born
into a conservative Brahmin family, his early commitment to public welfare transformed rural
communities and inspired generations.

Early Life

Bornin 1879 on the full moon of Phalgun (March) in Sriramchandrapur village, Sakhigopal, Puri
district, Harihar was the son of Mahadev Brahma and Sraddhadevi. He completed primary
education locally before attending Puri District School, where his innate sense of service
emerged amid traditional surroundings. From childhood, he rejected personal gain,
channeling energy into community uplif'E'ment in colonial Odisha.

Social Service Pioneering

Demonstrating early resolve, Acharya Harihar founded the Sakhigopal Branch of Servants of
the People Society in 1920, becoming Odisha's first such affiliate under Hridayanath Kunzru's
national vision. He constructed roads, wells, schools, and temples at his expense, while
promoting khadi, sanitation, and widow remarriage. Establishing the Utkal Toutya Vidyapitha
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(first high school in Sakhigopal) and organizing annual Sammilani gatherings fostered rural
self-reliance.

Rejecting zamindari inheritance, he lived austerely as a teacher and reformer, aiding flood
victims and leprosy patients. His 1921 joining of Non-Cooperation amplified Gandhian ideals
locally, earning him "Acharya" title for holistic service blending education, hygiene, and
nationalism.

Legacy

Acharya Harihar's grassroots initiatives professionalized volunteering in Odisha, influencing
leaders like Gopabandhu Das. He passedin 1941; memorials including Sakhigopal institutions
and annual observances celebrate his enduring model of ethical social work.

Raja Rajendra Narayan Singh Deo

He exemplified enlightened princely rule through patronage of arts and pivotal state-building
efforts. As Raja of Khariar, he bridged feudal traditions with modern Odisha's formation,
fostering education and cultural renaissance.

Early Life and Ascension

Enthroned as Raja of Khariar (now Nuapada district) in 1921, Rajendra Narayan Singh Deo
hailed from the historic Bhanja dynasty ruling this Odia-speaking Gadajat state under British
paramountcy. A distinguished sportsman, he actively served on committees advancing
regional welfare, while his personal ethos emphasized merit-based upliftment amid colonial
fragmentation of Odia territories.

Cultural Patronage

A great patron of art, culture, and education, he sponsored scholarships for deserving
students pursuing higher studies, democratizing access in pre-independence Odisha. He
championed the Beer Bikram Theatre in Khariar—the state's first permanent Odia stage—
nurturing dramatic arts and vernacular expression against cultural marginalization.

Political Contributions

Nominated to the Odisha Advisory Council, he won election to the Odisha Legislative
Assembly from Khariar in 1937 and 1946, advocating unification. Playing a pivotal role in
Odisha Province's 1936 creation, he later orchestrated Khariar Zamindari's merger with Odisha
at his instance, securing full statehood and integration under Sardar Patel's policy.

Legacy

His enlightened leadership transformed Khariar into a model estate, inspiring post-
independence progress. Father of seven-term Chief Minister Hiteswar Saikia's contemporary
and BJP leader K.V. Singh Deo, his contributions endure in Nuapada's institutions and Odisha's
cultural fabric.
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Kalindi Charan Panigrahi

He enriched Odia literature as a versatile "Sahityika Chhatra" through his prolific output across
genres. A key figure in the progressive Sabuja Gosthi movement, his works captured Odisha's
social transitions with poetic depth and narrative flair

Early Life

Born on February 4, 1901, in Khurda to a Brahmin family, Kalindi Charan grew up amid Odisha's
cultural renaissance. Part of the 20th-century Sabuja Gosthi (Green Community)—a group of
modernist poets challenging romanticism—he honed his craft amid freedom struggles and
literary ferment, blending tradition with progressive ideals.

Literary Contributions

Regarded as a superb poet, story writer, novelist, dramatist, editor, and essayist, his pen
remained active until his death in 1996. Masterpieces include the autobiographical Jaha Ange
Nivai Chi (memoir of life's imprints), romantic novel Matira Manisha (filmed as a classic
depicting rural ethos), and poetry collections like Sabuj Patra. As editor, he shaped Odia
journals, while dramas and essays critiqued societal norms.

Awards and Recognition

Honored with Padma Bhushan, Kendra Sahitya Akademi Fellowship, and D.Litt. from
Sambalpur University (via IMFA Charitable Trust), he received accolades for lifelong dedication
to Odia literary treasure. His works bridged generational sensibilities, making him the doyen
whose creations remain immortal.

Legacy

Panigrahi's influence endures in Odisha's cultural canon, inspiring adaptations like Matira
Manisha film and annual tributes. Father of politician Nandini Satpathy, his progressive
humanism continues shaping modern Odia expression.

Godabarish Mishra

He stands as a legendary educator, orator, and freedom fighter who embodied Odia cultural
revival. His erudition and activism fused philosophy, literature, and politics to champion
unification and social reform.

Early Life
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Securing an M.A. in Philosophy from Calcutta University, Mishra rejected a lucrative British
government job to serve as Head Master of Satyabadi High School, founded by Gopabandhu
Das. Endowed with profound scholarship from his Puri upbringing, he prioritized national
service over personal gain in colonial Odisha.

Literary Excellence

Arare amalgam of writer, editor, speaker, and author, he produced masterful epics celebrated
as Odia language masterpieces, alongside an excellent Geeta commentary blending Vedantic
insight with modern relevance. His powerful speeches in Central and Odisha Legislative

Assemblies left indelible impressions on legislative history, inspiring ethical governance.
. - U,

Freedom Struggle

Distinguished revolutionary, he galvanized youth against untouchability and social evils
through fiery oratory and grassroots campaigns. Leading amalgamation movements for Odia-
speaking tracts fragmented across provinces, he symbolized cultural resurgence, aligning

with Congress satyagrahas while editing nationalist journals.

Legacy

Mishra's holistic legacy—as Satyabadi's intellectual anchor, assembly member (1937-1961),
and cultural icon—elevated Odisha's moral-political discourse. Dying in 1956, his works and
oratory continue guiding Odia identity and progressive thought.
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